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Foreword by Mike Fletcher

It’s impossible to work as a professional diver, and not know who Clive 
Cussler is. Every offshore drilling rig, salvage tug or marine construction 
site that hires divers, has dog-eared ,coffee stained piles of his books. 
The Dirk Pitt character Clive created is one of us, a professional diver 
who has taken diving as far as it can go and beyond. Pitt is the ultimate 
action dive hero, with a propensity for stopping the bad guys, saving the 
world, and always getting the girl. He is the epitome of rugged style, 
from the cars he drives to the expensive tequila he drinks, everything, 
right down to the distinctive orange face watch he wears.

For years I lived in the shadow of a man who existed only on paper. But 
why did he have to be so damned good! Then one day as if through 
divine intervention, I found myself doing something Pitt could never do. 
Not only did I meet Pitt’s creator Clive Cussler, but we soon became 
great pals, working together on the Television Documentary series,” The 
Sea Hunters” on a mission to travel the world's oceans, lakes, rivers and 
seas in search of true adventures with famous shipwrecks. 

Unlike Dirk Pitt I never fight the bad guys, save the world, or get the girl, 
but I do have the Orange Faced DOXA Watch. Together that watch and I 
have dove pretty much every major body of water on earth, nearly forty 
different expeditions and still counting. From Japan to the Arctic from the 
Straits of Magellan to the South China Sea, its an incredible ride, filled 
with challenges, new discoveries and at times the chance to fill in missing 
pages of world history. 

Thank You Clive Cussler for inventing Dirk Pitt, and thank you DOXA for 
creating my Orange Faced Watch, it has become the symbol of my call 
to adventure.

And now I can finally say it; " Eat your heart out Dirk Pitt " 

Mike Fletcher

rMike Fletche  
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Foreword by Dr. Clive Cussler

While working as a clerk in a dive shop in Newport Beach, California, 
the underwater watch that divers admired the most was the DOXA that 
was distributed from the Swiss manufacturer by U.S. Divers in 1968 and 
1969. There were silver and black dials but you weren't considered one 
of the dive gang if you didn't have the DOXA with the orange dial. When I 
left the dive shop, after writing a book on a card table in the rear of the 
store when business was slow, the owners, Dirk Spencer, Omar Wood 
and Ron Merker were kind enough to present me with a DOXA watch. 
Naturally, I picked the orange dial.

Later, after becoming established with the Dirk Pitt series, I began to 
describe Pitt as wearing a DOXA dive watch. Little did I know that he'd 
launch a trend and DOXA would eventually reproduce the watch. The 
first DOXA orange dial watches that were advertised on the market sold 
out in a matter of few weeks and are still going strong.

There are other dive watches, some far more expensive, but the DOXA is 
still the finest underwater timepiece on the market.

I still wear my old DOXA which runs perfectly above and below water 
after thirty-five years.

Clive Cussler 
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